
INCLUSION OF PROCREATIVE SERVICES IN VA HEALTH CARE

The Issue

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) does not provide health care benefits for procreative 
services to veterans with a service-connected condition that prevents the conception of a child. 
Reproductive assistance provided as a health care benefit through VA would ensure that these 
veterans are able to have a full quality of life that would otherwise be denied to them as a result 
of their service. 

For many, one of the most devastating results of spinal cord injury or disease is the loss or 
compromised ability to have a child.  As a result of the recent conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
many service members have incurred injuries from explosive devices that have made them 
unable to conceive a child naturally.  While the Department of Defense does provide 
reproductive services to service members and retired service members, VA does not. When a 
veteran has a loss of reproductive ability due to a service-connected injury, they must bear the 
total cost for any medical services should they attempt to have children.  It is often the case that 
veterans cannot afford these services and are not able to receive the medical treatment 
necessary for them to conceive.  For many paralyzed veterans procreative services have been 
secured in the private sector at great financial and personal cost to the veteran and family.  

PVA has long sought inclusion of reproductive services in the spectrum of health care benefits 
provided by the VA, and further recommends amending title 38 U.S. Code, Section 1701(6) to 
include reproductive assistance as standard VA medical care.  Reproductive assistance 
services must include care and delivery options for fertility counseling and treatment for service-
connected veterans and their spouses.  Therefore, PVA urges Congress to introduce and pass 
legislation that would authorize VA to provide veterans with reproductive assistance services.  
Improvements in medical treatments have made it possible to overcome infertility and 
reproductive disabilities, and veterans who have a loss of reproductive ability as a result of a 
service-connected injury should have access to these advancements.  

PVA’s Position:

• PVA urges Congress to introduce and pass legislation that would authorize VA to provide 
veterans with reproductive assistance services.  Reproductive assistance services must 
include care and delivery options for fertility counseling and treatment for service-connected 
veterans and their spouses.


