
IMPROVE TRAVEL BENEFITS FOR CATASTROPHICALLY DISABLED VETERANS

The Issue

Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) believes it is time to improve travel benefits for the most 
severely disabled veterans.  Congress should consider the larger benefit that providing travel 
reimbursement to catastrophically disabled non-service connected veterans will have on the 
long term costs of care for this population of veterans. 
 
Congress should expand travel reimbursement benefits to non-service connected, Priority 
Group 4, catastrophically disabled veterans.  While VA will continue to face tighter budgets in 
the future, the short term costs of expanding this benefit to this population of veterans far 
outweighed the potentially greater long term health care costs for these veterans.  Too often, 
catastrophically disabled veterans choose not to travel to VA medical centers for appointments 
and procedures due to significant costs associated with their travel.  They then may end up at 
an outpatient clinic or a private health care facility that is ill-equipped to meet their specialized 
health care needs.  The result is often the development of far worse health conditions and a 
higher cost of care.  By ensuring that catastrophically disabled veterans are able to travel to the 
best location to receive necessary care, the overall health care costs to the VA can be reduced.

PVA believes that expanding VA’s beneficiary travel benefit to this population of severely 
disabled veterans will lead to an increasing number of catastrophically disabled veterans 
receiving quality, timely comprehensive care, and result in long-term cost savings for the VA.  
Eliminating the burden of transportation costs as a barrier to receiving health care, will improve 
veterans’ overall health and well being, as well as decrease, if not prevent, future costs 
associated with exacerbated health conditions due to postponed care.  

PVA’s Position:

• Congress should expand travel reimbursement benefits to non-service connected 
catastrophically disabled to encourage them travel to VA medical centers to receive the 
most appropriate care in a timely manner.


